
Definition of “Above Scale” 
 

An academic appointee who advances beyond the highest step on the salary scale in a series is 
considered above scale. For example, in the Professor (ladder-rank) series, the highest step on the salary 
scale is Step IX, so the next advancement would be to Professor, Above Scale. The honorary, unofficial 
title of Distinguished Professor is conferred upon those who achieve the rank of Professor, Above Scale. 
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